introduction to second timothy

I. Second Timothy is one of three epistles in the New Testament that are commonly known as the Pastoral Epistles (PE), with First Timothy and Titus being the other two.

A. They were originally regarded as mere personal letters and were classified with Philemon; however, because of their strong bearing on the life of the church, they have been more accurately given the names pastoral epistles. 

B. Though addressed to individuals, these books are not limited to personal and private communications, but are quite official in character. 

C. Paul addressed them to Timothy and Titus to guide them in matters concerning the organization, administration, and pastoral care of the churches.

D. The PE are addressed to apostolic troubleshooters, who were temporarily responsible for individual local churches; they essentially functioned as interim pastor-teachers.

E. They contain written instructions about methods and procedures dealing with church government, policies, and practice, all of which were to be incorporated into the church to which they have been assigned.

F. It is very likely that many of these instructions had been given orally at a previous date and that these epistles are designed to confirm in writing what these men had already been told.

G. Churches throughout the Church Age have benefited from these epistles since they provide written documentation about doctrinal organization and how the affairs of the church are to be conducted. 

H. The existence of the pastoral epistles serves two distinct purposes:

1. The first is to validate that Timothy and Titus are legitimate authorities in the event that they be questioned about their credentials; these letters documented the fact that they were functioning under the authority of a recognized apostle.

2. The second is to have written confirmation of these facts, and to challenge Timothy and Titus to implement Paul’s directives.

II. Authorship.

A. The second epistle to Timothy contains a salutation that was common during the 1st century AD, which expressly declares the apostle Paul to be the writer.

B. External evidence for Pauline authorship of the PE.

1. Pauline authorship of the PE was virtually undisputed until the modern period; these letters were not questioned until about 150 years ago with the advent of German, rational, Higher Criticism.
2. External evidence is as strong as that which is present for most of the other Pauline epistles, with the exception of 1 Corinthians and Romans.

3. It is listed in all the early canons including:

a. The Muratorian canon, the earliest known listing of authentic scripture.  170 AD

b. The Barococcio codex.  206 AD

c. Athanasius.  367 AD.

d. The councils at Hippo and Carthage, both of which ratified the entire New Testament that is in use today.  393-397 AD

4. The second epistle to Timothy was attributed to Paul by Irenaeus (130-202 AD), Tertullian (150-220 AD), Origen (185-264 AD), Eusebius (325-340 AD), and Augustine (c. 400 AD).
5. It is cited by Polycarp (135 AD), Justin Martyr (160 AD), and Eusebius (325-341 AD), who declared that the PE were “universally received”.

C. Internal evidence.

1. Although there is considerable debate concerning the authenticity of Pauline authorship due to historical, ecclesiastical, instructional, doctrinal, and linguistic questions, none of these are sufficient to overturn the weight of external evidence.

2. The opening statement of all three of the letters explicitly declares the writer to be the apostle Paul.

3. The early statement about being entrusted with the gospel is consistent with what Paul says elsewhere.  IITim. 1:10-11; Gal. 2:7; IThess. 2:4; Tit. 1:3
4. In his other writings, Paul characterizes himself as he does in Second Timothy; he refers to himself as a herald (ITim. 2:7) an apostle (Rom. 1:1; ICor. 9:1), and a teacher.  ITim. 2:7
5. Paul indicates that the sufferings he endures are for the benefit of those who were chosen in eternity past to participate in the blessings of salvation.  IITim. 2:10; Tit. 1:1
6. His emphasis on the fact that God’s purpose was the basis for salvation (IITim. 1:9; Eph. 1:11, 2:9) and not one’s works is consistently seen in Paul’s writings.  IITim. 1:9; Rom. 3:29; Gal. 2:16
D. It must be noted that all the objections to Paul’s authorship of the PE have arisen within the last 175 years with the advent of Higher Criticism.

1. Higher criticism originally referred to the works of German scholars centered in Tubingen during the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

2. They are the intellectual descendants of such men as John Locke, Immanuel Kant, Georg Hegel, and the French rationalists.

3. These men often reject the very text of Scripture, any supernatural occurrences or supernatural explanations.

4. They prefer a naturalistic and rationalistic framework for their conclusions; thus, orthodox believers should reject their approach.
E. Objections to Pauline authorship and their weaknesses.

1. Some historical objections arise based on certain interpreters’ inability to reconcile the events in the PE with the chronology of the Acts narrative.

a. They fail to appreciate that there were two Roman imprisonments with a period of further missionary activity sandwiched between them, extending from 62-67 AD.

b. First Timothy and Titus were written following the first Roman imprisonment, which is where the narrative in Acts concludes.

c. Second Timothy was written during Paul’s second imprisonment, which likely lasted for several months in the late summer or fall of 67 AD.  IITim. 4:9,21
2. Some argue that the ecclesiastical situation reflected in the pastorals is too developed to belong to the time of Paul.

a. They argue that Paul was not interested in such matters as Church organization since the references to pastors and deacons are not included in any of his letters outside the PE.

b. Their position is very much weakened by the fact that Paul was clearly engaged in establishing organized leadership and government in local churches as early as the first journey in 49 AD.  Acts 14:23  

c. Further, Paul gave explicit instructions to the already ordained Ephesian elders (Acts 20:17-38), and greeted the overseers and deacons in Philippi, a church he established in 51 AD.  Phil. 1:1

d. Finally, these letters do express what one would expect, that Paul would very naturally be concerned that sound doctrinal teaching and church order be preserved after his departure.

3. Doctrinal objections come about based on the fact that many great doctrines Paul taught (such as righteousness by faith, the Fatherhood of God, and the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit to name a few) are missing from the PE.

a. First, it is not possible to place much weight on this objection since one cannot be reasonably expected to teach every doctrine in every letter.

b. Second, it is readily understood that men such as Timothy and Titus would not need such teaching since they were his close associates, who were already well acquainted with these basic doctrinal truths.

4. Linguistic objections focus particularly on the vocabulary and style one finds in the PE.
a. It is a fact that that there is a higher proportion of hapax legomena (words used only once) in the pastoral epistles than in any of the other letters.

b. However, all the words that are used in the PE are attested from 50 AD and could have easily been part of Paul’s (or Luke’s) vocabulary.

c. Obviously, the focus of the PE is different from letters to congregations, and this accounts for many of these unusual words.

d. While arguments based on style may bear some merit, the simple reality is that these letters are too brief, and Paul was too complex to be reduced to mere statistical calculations.

F. While various solutions have been proposed to Pauline authorship, the evidence still indicates that Paul was the human author.

1. Some have suggested that Timothy and Titus edited the material in their possession and published it in its present form after the death of Paul; however, one cannot present a motive for such actions.

2. A later Paulinist: this theory asserts that a later Paulinist (pseudo-Paul) desired to represent Paul in his day with some genuine Pauline fragments, but this has many problems, not the least of which is a lack of historical proof.

3. The correct view states that the Apostle Paul is the author of the pastorals; this is supported by the salutation in each letter, the strong external evidence from the early church, and the consistent doctrinal teachings.

4. Some have at least considered the possibility that the difference between the PE and Paul’s other letters may be explained by an amanuensis such as Luke; this is due to the linguistic similarities between the PE and Luke-Acts-Hebrews.  IITim. 4:11
5. The matter of some author seeking to perpetuate a fraud on the Church by writing in the name of Paul cannot be proven and is mitigated by the following facts.

6. History demonstrates that the early Church critically examined many writings with apostolic claims but rejected them either because they were heretical or because they were pseudonymous (using a fictitious name).  Rev. 2:2

7. In one article, Lea concludes two distinct things about this matter; the first is that this practice is simply unethical, and the second is that they Church would not knowingly have sanctioned fraud.

III. Place and date.
A. Admittedly, the chronology of the closing period of the life of Paul is somewhat obscure, but history indicates that he finally suffered martyrdom in Rome in the late winter or spring of 68 AD.

B. Beginning with the chronology of Acts, one can clearly place Paul in Rome under house arrest from 60-62 AD.

C. It was during this time that the Prison Epistles were written; this includes the letters to the Ephesians, the Colossians, Philemon, and the Philippians.

D. From a careful study of Philippians, which was written in 62 AD just before the end of his confinement, it is evident that Paul knew he was going to be released.  Phil. 1:19,24-25, 2:23-24

E. Therefore, it should be evident that there were two Roman imprisonments; one that lasted for about 2 years, which ended with the book of Acts, and another that lasted only months, which ended with the beheading of Paul in 68 AD.

F. This explains the period of activity during which the last three letters (the Pastoral Epistles) of the Pauline corpus were written.

G. While it is impossible to give a perfect chronological account of Paul’s activities during this five-year period, certain places he went and certain things he did can be documented from the information within Second Timothy.
1. Paul was sent to the prison in Rome since he was a Roman citizen and had appealed to Caesar.  Acts 25:10-12

2. The problem that the Jews faced in Rome was that Paul’s case had been previously heard by Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, with none of them rendering a guilty verdict.

3. The Jews were forced to take their case to Rome since Paul made an appeal to Caesar; however, they were either forced to let the charges drop, or they simply did not choose to pursue their case in Rome.
4. In either case, Paul does not seem to have been tried in Rome and was released from his house arrest in the early part of 62 AD.
5. The first segment of his ministry after he was released from house arrest was in the regions east of Rome (March 62-Spring, 64 AD); Paul first visited Ephesus and left Timothy there to reestablish doctrinal order in the local church(es).
6. He traveled on to Macedonia (ITim. 1:3) and wrote the first letter to Timothy from Northern Greece in the fall of 62 AD.

7. Based on traditional evidence, the second segment of his ministry was conducted toward the west from the spring of 64 AD-spring, 66 AD; this was approached with a view to taking the gospel to Spain. 

a. Paul had already indicated to the Romans that it was his intention to visit Spain at some point in the future; most think his route would have involved a stop in Rome as promised.  Rom. 15:24,28
b. There is also some extra-biblical material that indicates that the consensus by the 2nd century was that Paul had indeed realized his goal of taking the gospel to the regions of Spain.
c. Clement of Rome, who was the leader of the Roman church until about 100 AD, writes to the Corinthian Church that Paul, “…having taught righteousness to the whole world, and come to the extreme limit of the west (that would be the Iberian Peninsula), and suffered martyrdom”, suggesting that Paul had realized his dream of reaching Spain.  IClement 5:5-7
d. The Muratorian Canon (c. 170 AD) references “the departure of Paul from the city (of Rome) when he journeyed to Spain”.
e. The apocryphal book The Acts of Peter (c. 2nd century AD) also indicates that Paul had traveled to Spain.

f. While it cannot be proven with certainty, there was certainly a belief in the early church that Paul had succeeded in his quest, with Clement’s witness bearing the most weight. 

8. The third segment of his ministry moves again toward the east, and he appears to have been on Crete in the spring of 66 AD, leaving Titus to organize the local churches that had been established on the island.

9. After leaving Titus in charge there, Paul wrote to him informing him that he was spending the winter in Nicopolis; he indicated that he was sending one of two men to relieve Titus, who was then to join him.  Tit. 3:12

10. This would indicate that Titus was written sometime during the late summer or fall of 66 AD.

11. After that, Paul and Titus apparently ministered in Macedonia, Greece, and Asia Minor from the spring to the summer or fall of 67 AD, visiting Corinth, Miletus, and Troas.  IITim. 4:13,20-21
12. Given the evidence that Paul had visited Troas and Miletus, it seems unlikely to this interpreter that he would not have also visited Timothy in Ephesus at that time.
13. It has been suggested that Paul was arrested in one of these cities in the fall of 67 AD, sent to Rome, and was cast into prison to await a trial that would eventuate in his death.
14. Some interpreters favor Troas based on the fact that Paul mentions that he left a cloak and some reading and writing materials there (possibly at his arrest).  IITim. 4:13
15. Given what Paul says in his second letter to Timothy, it appears that Paul had been arrested late in the summer or fall of 67 AD.  IITim. 4:21

16. By fall, Paul writes to Timothy, informing him that the end of his time on earth was at hand.  IITim. 4:6-7

17. Since Nero returned to Rome in January, 68 AD and committed suicide in June of that same year, Paul must have been beheaded sometime in the first five months of 68 AD.

H. Therefore, Second Timothy should be dated sometime during the fall of 67 AD.

I. It is evident from what Paul says that he was imprisoned in Rome, referencing the fact that he was a prisoner with a chain; thus, Rome is the place of writing.  IITim. 1:16-17
IV. Recipient.

A. The recipient of this letter is expressly identified as Timothy, who was one of the best known of Paul’s companions.

B. His name is a compound that is derived from timh, (time—honor) and qeo,j (theos—god); his name means one who honors God.

C. He was the child of a Greek father and a Jewish mother named Eunice, who apparently provided a sound education in the Hebrew Scriptures from early childhood.  IITim. 3:15

D. Although his mother was Jewish, it is evident that his Greek father did not allow Timothy to be circumcised according to Jewish custom.  Acts 16:3
E. In Jewish law, the child was generally raised in the religion of his mother; under Greek and Roman law the father (paterfamilias) was responsible for the religious life of the family.
F. His grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice had become believers at some undisclosed time, and Timothy had likewise believed.  IITim. 1:5

G. It may be that they were all evangelized during the first visit to the region of Lystra, Derbe, and Iconium since Paul mentions that Timothy was well aware of the difficulties he encountered in that region.  Acts 14:6-7; IITim. 3:11

H. At any rate, Timothy is a believer when Paul returns to that region and Paul is impressed enough with him to enlist him as a co-worker in his ministry.  Acts 16:3
1. Although he was likely in his late teens or early twenties, Timothy had already established himself as a believer of some stature in that area.
2. The imperfect verb μαρτυρέω (martureo—to bear witness or testify) indicates that a ongoing witness was offered by those believers who lived there and interacted with him on a regular basis.  Acts 16:2
3. It is apparent that Paul did not believe that Gentile believers had to be circumcised after salvation, refusing to circumcise Titus and withstanding the Judaizers in Antioch and Jerusalem.  Gal. 2:1,3

4. Timothy’s father was apparently a man of some prominence; this meant that all the Jews in the area were aware of the fact that Timothy had not been circumcised.

5. The Jews would then have considered him a Gentile; the Greeks would have considered him a Jew since he had a Jewish mother.

6. Paul knew that Timothy was going to be involved in a ministry that would expose him to many unbelieving and believing Jews, and so he had Timothy circumcised to remove a potential stumbling block for the Jews.
7. Paul steadfastly resisted any attempt to impose circumcision on other Gentile converts as a Ph1 or Ph2 means of spirituality.  Acts 15:1-2; ICor. 7:19
8. Timothy would only be considered Jewish in the eyes of the Jewish world if he had complied with the ritual of circumcision.

9. Therefore, it was practical and proper for Paul to have him circumcised; this was not done to appease legalistic Jewish believers, but to remove this potential obstacle from his Jewish audiences.

10. If he was not circumcised, he would continually give offense to the Jews and provide no advantage to the cause of Gentile freedom; therefore, Paul voluntarily removes this stumbling block.
I. Timothy’s willingness to submit to the ritual of circumcision and leave his home and family certainly demonstrate his orientation to Paul’s authority and the strength of his commitment.

J. Paul then apparently had Timothy ordained by the presbytery or local council of pastors in Derbe and Lystra.  Acts 14:21-23; ITim. 4:14; IITim. 1:6

1. Paul reminds Timothy about his ordination (showing the importance Paul attached to functioning under the duly authorized spiritual chain of command) many years after the fact.

2. It is evident that Paul took part in this ordination along with an administrative and authoritative body of local elders. 

3. Although not mentioned in Acts, it appears that Paul’s choice of Timothy to be a partner in his ministry, as well as his ordination, were linked to certain prophecies that had been made with respect to Timothy.  ITim. 4:14

K. There is nothing in the Bible that even remotely suggests that Timothy did not excel as Paul’s assistant; Paul used him to interact with several local churches and to act in difficult situations on Paul’s behalf.

1. Timothy permanently joined the apostolic team on the second journey (Acts 16:2), and apparently continued with Paul until he returned to Jerusalem in 57 AD.  Acts 20:4

2. In 52 AD Timothy was entrusted by Paul to return to Thessalonica and bring back a report on the situation there.  IThess. 3:1-6

3. While Paul was in Ephesus, he sent Timothy into Macedonia in 56 AD for the purpose of reporting back to Paul on the state of the Corinthian church.  Acts 19:22; ICor. 4:17,16:10-11

4. He was loyal to Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome and is mentioned in the salutations of the Prison Epistles to Ephesus, Colosse, and Philemon, indicating that Timothy was present with him.

5. In 62 AD Paul was intending to send Timothy to Philippi to check on the status of that local church; he speaks of him in very glowing terms.  Phil. 2:19-22

6. Following Paul’s release from his first Roman imprisonment, he entrusts Timothy with the very difficult task of restoring order to a local church that had defected from the sound doctrine Paul had taught them.  Acts 20:29-30; ITim. 1:3

L. Although some have sought to denigrate Timothy and his character based on some of the instructions in the two letters to him, a careful study of the epistles indicates that Paul considered Timothy to be of quality character and who had unswerving loyalty to Paul.  ITim. 1:2,18, 4:6,10, 6:20; IITim. 1:2,14, 3:10

M. Because of his relative youth, Timothy (probably in his early thirties) was instructed to avoid youthful indiscretions (IITim. 2:22), and not to allow older people to make an issue out of his age.  ITim. 4:12

N. It appears that Timothy’s health was somewhat compromised; he may not have been as physically robust as some of his colleagues.  ITim. 5:23

O. There are some indications that Timothy may have been somewhat of a shy, introverted sort of person since Paul challenges him with certain demands.

1. Some have suggested that the command to the church of Corinth was given based on the fact that Paul was aware of Timothy’s reticence.  ICor. 16:10-11

2. Paul challenges him repeatedly to fight the good fight and not to exhibit timidity, shame, or fear.  ITim. 1:18, 6:12; IITim. 1:6-8, 2:1,3
P. The destination for this letter to Timothy was Ephesus, where Paul had assigned Timothy as the pastor of that church in 62 AD.

Q. Several things point to this as the destination.

1. When Paul states that Timothy was aware of the fact that all those in Asia had turned away from him (repudiated or deserted him), that information would indeed be germane if Timothy was working in Asia.  IITim. 1:15
2. It makes sense that Timothy was still in Ephesus since he was well aware of the applications that Onesiphorus had made toward Paul where he was there.  IITim. 1:18

3. It certainly appears that Onesiphorus was a resident of Ephesus, which makes sense out of the command to greet that family.  IITim. 4:19

4. Additionally, Prisca and Aquila were residents of Ephesus, which also makes sense of the command to greet them.  Acts 18:18-19,24,26; IITim. 4:19

5. The fact that Paul informs Timothy that he is sending Tychicus to Ephesus is no doubt due to the fact that Timothy would need a replacement there since he had been summoned by Paul to Rome.  IITim. 4:9,12
V. Occasion and purpose.
A. The background against which Paul writes is one that has been debated over the course of the Church Age.

B. There is still a significant segment of interpreters who do not accept Pauline authorship of the PE.

C. Additionally, there is still a significant segment of interpreters who do not accept the reality of two Roman imprisonments with a period of freedom separating them.

D. What is clear if one compares the background of First Timothy and the circumstances envisioned in Second Timothy is that Paul’s conditions were not remotely similar.

1. During his first imprisonment Paul was given considerable freedom; the Romans allowed him to live in his own rented quarters and to receive guests.  Acts 28:23,30
2. When he writes Second Timothy, Paul is confined as a criminal and was not freely able to receive visitors.  
3. In fact, Paul mentions the fact that Onesiphorus had significant difficulty in finding and gaining access to Paul.  IITim. 1:16-17
4. When Paul writes the PE during the first imprisonment, Paul could invite visitors freely (Acts 28:17); he was also surrounded by a significant number of friends and co-workers in the ministry.  Phil. 2:19,25; Col. 4:7-14

5. When he writes Second Timothy, Paul was almost alone (IITim. 4:11), and a number of believers had abandoned Paul and his teachings.  IITim. 1:15, 4:10,16
6. When Paul wrote to the Philippians, it is evident that he was anticipating his release from custody (Phil. 1:23-25); when he writes the second letter to Timothy, he is anticipating his death.  IITim. 4:6-8

7. The tone of Second Timothy is radically different than that of the other two PE; in First Timothy and Titus Paul was a free man, who was making traveling plans.  ITim. 1:3, 4:13; Tit. 3:12

8. In Second Timothy the atmosphere has changed; Paul makes it clear that he no longer has any real freedom, but is in custody in Rome facing a very uncertain outcome.  IITim. 1:8

9. During the first Roman imprisonment, there was no mention of any formal trial; in Second Timothy Paul has already defended himself once, but does not express any confidence in the outcome of his case.  IITim. 4:16
E. Therefore, at the time of writing, Paul was in Roman custody; he appears to be awaiting either another stage of his trial (most likely), or possibly his execution.  
F. Paul does not seem to have been confined to prison in the sense that he was in solitary confinement; he indicates that Onesiphorus had gained access to him, although he had a chain.  IITim. 1:16-17
G. The background of Second Timothy, and the persecution of Christians, very well fits the historical situation that had come to exist in Rome.  Acts 28:22
1. In July of 64 AD several fires broke out in Rome, which damaged extensive portions of the city; the fire burned for six days and seven nights before it was extinguished.

2. While Nero had left Rome and was in the city of Antium, some historians viewed that relocation as a means of establishing his alibi.
3. Historians have generally not accepted the assertion that Nero was guilty of setting the blaze, since most of the evidence is based on hearsay and rumors.

4. However, rumors began to circulate that Nero himself was responsible for the blaze since he intended to rebuild Rome to his own specifications and had distinct plans for his new palace complex, the Domus Aurea (Golden House).
5. Once these rumors began to circulate (whether true of not), Nero did not want to be scrutinized and would have certainly shifted the attention off himself; thus, he began blaming Christians for the fire.

6. It is generally believed that it was at this time Nero began to persecute believers by declaring Christianity to be religio illicita (an illegal religion), which allowed persecution to spread to the provinces.
7. Since Paul was the recognized leader of the Christians, it appears that some believers began to avoid him out of fear of such persecution.  

8. It was sometime during 67 AD that Paul was arrested (the location of his arrest is still debated), brought to Rome, imprisoned, and placed on trial.
9. While there is no specific record regarding the charge or charges that were brought against Paul, Tacitus indicates that “Nero substituted as culprits, and punished with the utmost refinements of cruelty, a class of men, loathed for their vices, whom the crowd styled Christians…Vast numbers were convicted, not so much on the count of arson as for hatred of the human race”.

H. From a prison cell in Rome, Paul writes his protégé and at least two clear purposes are evident within the letter.

I. The first purpose in writing was to inform Timothy that he was sending a replacement for him in Ephesus, and that Timothy was to travel immediately to Rome.  IITim. 4:9,21
J. Paul’s urgency is clearly expressed in verse 9 by using the imperative of the verb σπουδάζω (spoudazo--to move quickly, to hurry) along with the adverb ταχέως (tacheos--quickly, at once, without delay).

K. Paul’s second purpose in writing was to fulfill God’s will for his life and complete his own course, which involved preparing and authorizing his student to continue his doctrinal work.  IITim. 4:7
1. In this letter Paul summarizes his relationship with his beloved spiritual son, dealing with the past (IITim. 1:2-5), the present (IITim. 1:8), and the future.  IITim. 3:14
2. Paul appeals to Timothy’s loyalty in light of so many defections (IITim. 1:15, 2:16-17, 4:10), and in light of Paul’s own imprisonment.  IITim. 1:8, 2:9, 4:6
3. Paul desired to remind Timothy of his own example, which often involved suffering, loss, and deprivation.  IITim. 1:15, 2:9, 3:10-11, 4:14-15
4. He also acknowledged that Timothy had been closely following his example and that he should continue to do so.  IITim. 1:8, 2:3, 4:5
5. Another aspect of his purpose was to remind Timothy of the doctrinal heritage that had been committed to him, and to exhort him to maintain the good deposit.  IITim. 1:13-14, 2:15, 3:14

L. Paul not only encourages Timothy to hold fast to the apostolic faith, he exhorts him to pass that teaching on, and to prepare the next generation of teachers.  IITim. 2:1-2
M. As in First Timothy, Paul reminds Timothy to devote himself to the study and teaching of the word of God (IITim. 2:15) and to faithfully proclaim that word at all times.  IITim. 4:1-2

N. In short, Paul’s purpose is to encourage Timothy to remain faithful to the apostolic teaching and the gospel traditions that Paul had instituted.  IITim. 3:14, 4:5

O. Many interpreters have acknowledged that this is Paul’s swan song (God is retiring Paul) and that the first five verses of chapter four either imply or indicate that Paul is officially passing the doctrinal torch to his trusted child in the faith.  IITim. 4:1-5
P. Although Paul’s purpose was not specifically related to false teachers and their teachings, it is clear that he continues to warn Timothy with respect to their presence and their destructive influence; as he did from time to time, he mentions some by name.  IITim. 1:15, 2:17-18, 3:8,13
Q. While it was probably not part of his initial purpose in writing, Paul is led by the Holy Spirit to include a significant prophecy regarding the last days.  IITim. 3:1-9
VI. Outline.

A. Opening greeting.  1:1-2

B. Thanksgiving for Timothy.  1:3-5

C. Call to a bold and faithful ministry.  1:6-14

D. Examples of shame and courage.  1:15-18

E. Various duties of the faithful minister.  2:1-7

F. Christ as the example and motive for faithfulness.  2:8-13

G. Dealing with opponents.  2:14-26

H. Prophecy of the last days and false teachers.  3:1-9
I. Commendation and command to continue.  3:10-17

J. The final charge to Timothy.  4:1-5

K. Final instructions and warnings.  4:6-18

L. Greetings and benediction.  4:19-22
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